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President’s Message

Dear members,

With deep regret and sadness, 
I must inform you of the passing 
of Donald Dana, who did not 
recover from a massive stroke, 
which he suffered several days 
ago. I had first typed in a request 
for prayers but Donald is now in 
the presence of our Savior and 
Lord, so it is not only a sad day 
but a good day, too.  Donald 
was a faithful and tireless worker 
for this society which leaves a 
huge void in our midst. A tribute 
will appear in the next issue of 
Smoke, as this one is ready for 
the presses.

Recently I saw an advertisement 
for the new museums in 
Jackson, which are two years 
old already, since they opened 
in 2017. I have not visited them 
yet and in case any of you have 
not either, maybe this message 
will answer any questions you 
may have and help you plan an 
upcoming visit.

I have read some good reviews, 
which is really a breath of fresh 
air, while reflecting on these new 
additions in our capitol city.  We 
can always use all the positive 
press we can get because old 
negative information still lingers.

Nothing was spared in the 
museums in presenting the most 
up to date information about 
our great state and nothing 
was hidden about our mistakes 
either. It has also been said that 
the Mississippi State Archives is 
top notch and maybe second to 
none.

Covering over 15,000 years 
of state history, the museums 
include innovative exhibits, 
educational programs, and 
literally hundreds of artifacts. 

The Mississippi History Museum, 
the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum, and Spirits of the 
Passage, are located in the heart 
of the city at 222 North St.
The telephone number is 601-
576-6800. Hours are 9 am to 5 

PM Tuesday through Saturday 
and 1 to 5 p. m. Sunday.  
Closed on Mondays. For more 
information you may also want to 
check them out online at http:// 
mmh.mdah.ms.gov

General admission includes a 
price of $10 for adults into each 
but dual and triple admission 
tickets are available at a lower 
cost and the tickets for youths 
and seniors are also reduced. 
Under 3 years is free.       

If any of our members have 
already visited, maybe they will 
share their memories with us.

Sincerely
Beth Hansen,
President
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Mission Statement
The Society’s purpose is “to bring together 
those people interested in the history of 
the City of Long Beach and to coordinate 
their efforts in preserving and recording 
that history for future generations.”

Long Beach Historical Society is a 
volunteer-based organization dedicated 
to the:

• Preservation and management of historic 
and cultural resources of Long Beach

• Provide educational opportunities for both 
its membership and the public
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PREVIOUS AND UPCOMING 
MEETING

The pictures on the walls of the 
History House have always been 
very popular but there is something 
very special about viewing those 
same pictures on a large TV screen 
as they were at the April program, 
which was well received from the 
comments we heard during the 
evening and afterwards also. The 
homes presented included the 
Castanera/Watts home, which was 
built on Jeff Davis Ave and later 
moved to West. 4th St.; the Prados 
home on the East corner of Beach 
Park Place and East Beach Blvd.; 
the John F. Payne home, between 
St .Thomas Church and Gulf Park 
College, now USM; the residence 
of Elisha Grigsby Mohler, on the 
beach between Lang and Island 
View Avenues; the residence of 
Joe VanCloostere, West Beach 
near Trautman Avenue; and the 
gorgeous residence of Dr. E. 
Carraway and later purchased by 
Dr. Reeves Manker, which was 
on the West corner of Jeff Davis 
Avenue and the Boulevard.

Interesting info on each family was 
presented, most for the first time. 
Some of the info was happy and 
some very puzzling, as well as sad.

For the July 15th meeting, Mayor 
George Bass will speak to us 
about the latest happenings in our 
wonderful city. It’s nice to hear from 
the man in charge every once in a 
while, so I hope you will all plan to 
join us.

A LOOK AT THE PAST

The following information is about 
one of the island lighthouse 
keepers, Dan McCall. The 
description of McCall, his act, his 
dog and transfer, were condensed 
from one of Ray M. Thompson’s 
“Know Your Coast” columns 
from the Herald, with some 
other information added in from 
genealogybank.com and Federal 
Census records.

Dan McCall was not a son of the 
south, as some have reported. He 
was born in Ohio and enlisted in 
the Union army in that state and 
served from 1861 until 1862. He 
would move to Mississippi after the 
Civil War and was listed in the 1870 
Federal Census, here on the coast, 
living with his mother and step-
father in Gainesville, in Hancock 
County. He eventually married 
Elizabeth “Lizzie” Dudley.

Sometime after his military service, 
Dan was employed in the railroad 
industry and subsequently was 
involved in an accident, and lost a 
leg, near the hip.

One might say that Dan’s military 
service and the later accident, both 
helped him in his favorite job as the 
lighthouse keeper on Ship Island. 
Before the founding of Gulfport and 
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Cemetery from page 2

its harbor, many ships docked in 
the deep water around the island. 
Fort Massachusetts was always 
a curiosity and became a favorite 
stop for tourists. Dan loved to 
entertain on a daily basis and he 
was quite good at it, too! It was 
also very common back then for 
Biloxi folks to have picnic parties 
and visits to Fort Massachusetts, 
which meant there was always a 
willing audience for a one legged 
man, who with his hearty hospitality, 
stumped merrily around.

Captain Dan also liked to show off 
his miniature Mexican hairless dog, 
a gift from a passing and friendly 
sea captain. The unusual pooch, a 
rarity in this area at that time, may 
have been the first Chihuahua that 
anyone around here had ever seen. 
Not only that, the tiny, little naked 
dog loved to drink coffee, which he 
did daily, in front of the guests, but 
only with condensed milk mixed 
in!! Seeing the dog and watching 
him consume his favorite drink may 
have just been worth a trip out to 
Ship Island!

Through the years, the captain 
had garnered quite a reputation 
for his boisterous profanity. 
To quote a description of it, it 
was said that Dan’s comments 
and running commentary were 
spicily interspersed with loud and 

unexpurgated cussing, which 
everybody who knew him, accepted 
and overlooked, as part of the 
personality of this warm hearted 
man who had many friends.

On one particular day however, a 
very prim and proper lady tourist 
was so shocked and outraged at 
Captain Dan’s daily monologue, 
which everyone else accepted, that 
she promptly reported him to the 
Light House Service. Possibly she 
must have known some people 
in high places because after 25 
years on Ship Island, Dan McCall 
soon found himself relegated to 
another local island, Cat. This 
was a sad affair indeed, as there 
were no visitors to Cat Island, 
as ships seldom landed there. It 
was reported that with no one to 
entertain or shock with his salty 
humor, after four years on the very 
subdued Cat Island, Captain McCall 
died at his post with only his wife at 
his side.

In truth however, Dan had suffered 
with some health problems since 
the loss of his leg. Mrs. McCall 
said she and Dan were sitting side 
by side, she was sewing, and Dan 
was reading. He had just said 
some affectionate words to her and 
simply took his last breath. This 
was on June 25, 1904, when “old” 
Capt. Dan was only 59!!!

It took Lizzie several hours to attract 
the attention of a passing schooner 
to report the death of her husband. 
After wading out a bit toward the 
mainland, and waving her arms 
about, she was finally spotted by 
an astute captain who sent a small 
boat over to the island to assess 
the problem. The death was noted 
and reported immediately. 

The Revenue Cutter Service, the 
maritime law enforcement of the 
day, dispatched the cutter, Winona, 
out to the island to pick up Mrs. 
McCall and the remains of her 
husband. The next day, Sunday, 
she and the Grand Army of the 
Republic, planned his funeral, 
which was held on Monday in the 
Chalmette Louisiana National 
Cemetery.

For some reason, the Times 
Picayune newspaper in New 
Orleans reported that she had 
been on the island for several days 
with her dead husband’s corpse, 
working the light by night and 
trying to attract attention during 
the day. Sensational but not true, 
even though she was apparently a 
very strong woman.  The Picayune 
also said that Dan McCall was an 
enthusiastic Confederate soldier 
and successful blockade runner 
through the Yankee lines, during the 
war. The Daily Herald was surprised 
and chastised the Picayune for 
such hasty and erroneous reporting 
that probably had McCall, Union 
man that he was, turning over in his 
new grave. Very interesting reading, 
back in the day.
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CONDOLENCES

Our community has said goodbye 
to so many wonderful folks 
recently, including society member,  
Stephanie Bass, who will be sorely 
missed by all. She graduated 
from Long Beach High in 1952 
as salutatorian of her class and 
made marks in other endeavors as 
well. According to her son, Robert, 
an ex-mayor of the city, she was 
known as her family’s historian and 
could recall important facts without 
benefit of notes.

Stephanie struggled with cancer 
and is now at peace. Our hearts go 
out to her large and loving family.

Sadly, just getting ready to print 
this edition, we became aware that 
member Joyce Ward McCauley 
has also passed on to her great 
reward. We’ll have more on Joyce 
in the next newsletter. Sending our 
sympathies to Sam at this time.

The community has also lost 
another faithful servant, John 
Strickland, Class of 1966. John 
was a firefighter for the City of Long 
Beach for 23 years and for the last 
twelve years, a driver for the Long 
Beach School system. He was 
known to the students as “Papa 
John” and following his death, a 
bus was parked in his honor in 
the stadium parking lot with his 
cherished “handle” spelled out on 
the side. He will be missed not only 
by his family and friends but also by 
his student bus passengers.

Condolences also to the families 
of Margaret Simmons, Vonceil 
Hollingsworth, Sandra Hardy, 
Evone Lowder, Manuel Mabanta, 
Harry Weaver, Nancy Condon, 
Norma Napier, Kathleen Madden, 
Kenneth Saxon, Michael Pearson, 
Peyton Taylor-Henson, Larry 
Doolittle, Billy Mount, Jr. Terry 
Young and Scottie Ladner.

Twelve days after Dan’s burial, 
Lizzie McCall returned to Cat 
Island to relieve the officer from the 
cutter who stayed behind to man 
the light. She was accompanied 
by a nephew and niece. It isn’t 
known how long the young people 
stayed with her, but Lizzie stayed 
in charge of the light on Cat Island 
until October when her husband’s 
permanent replacement, Tom 
Clarisse, reported for duty.  He 
transferred from the Sabine light 
in Texas and was the son of Peter 
Clarisse, the keeper on Ship Island.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to new members Don and 
Anna Northcutt of California, who 
have just purchased a retirement 
home here in Long Beach. Don is 
the son of two Long Beach High 
School graduates, classes of ’35 
and ’37. Go Bearcats!!

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

If anyone would like to assist 
member Charlie Martinek of the 
American Legion in any way with 
the Wreaths Across America 
program this year, please see him 
at the meeting. Charlie, a retired 
Navy Captain, is the secretary of 
the Donnie Levens Post 1995, here 
in Long Beach. This post is dear to 
us, as several of Donnie’s relatives 
are members of our society. Last 
year was the first time the post 
participated in this national Wreaths 
program, having been assigned 
7 wreaths for the Long Beach 
Cemetery. This year the ceremony 
will be on Dec. 14 and hopefully 
even more veterans will be honored 
with wreaths. Graves are still being 
located at this point and Charlie will 
fill you in on what he needs.

A Little 1920 Trivia

In the 1920’s Long Beach had 
a baseball team named the 
Vegetable Eaters! Players on 
the team were Cuevas, LaRosa, 
B Woodcock, Smith, Stupeck, 
Fillingim, Woodcock, Murphy 
and Drell. Once, when the team 
lost, the news headline was, 
“Vegetables Consumed”
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Newspaper clippings from 100 years ago
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Newspaper clippings from 100 years ago
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